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President’s Report: What a lovely 90th Celebration! Thanks to Joy Soderquist and her team for preparing the 

presentation and being our welcoming committee. Special Events and Hospitality contributed by presenting us 

with delicious cupcakes and treats. I know our founders would be very proud of the 2021 Tryon Garden Club and 

our continued mission to preserve, protect, and treasure Pearson’s Falls and Glen. Beth Rounds, President 

 
 

 

They’re invading—No, They’re Here!  
On Wednesday, October 20, at FENCE Pavilion 

(Foothills Equestrian Nature Center), the program 

speaker was TGC Honorary Member and retired Polk 

County Cooperative Extension Director John Vining, 

who presented a program on invasive plants in Polk 

and Spartanburg Counties and beyond. He came with a 

bucket-full of examples of invasives from our area—

invasive plants such as kudzu (Pueraria montana),  

Invasives continued on page 3. 

Celebrating 90 Years of Stewardship of 

Pearson’s Falls, November 2021  
The following was submitted by Joy Soderquist, Tryon 
Garden Club Historian/Archives 

On Wednesday, November 3, a special gathering 

was held to commemorate the Tryon Garden Club’s 

90th Anniversary of the club’s historic conservation 

project, the acquisition of the Pearson’s Falls and Glen 

property. With the palette of autumn leaves and the 

crisp blue sky as a backdrop in the glen, Tryon Garden 

Club President Beth Rounds gave recognition to past 

and present board members. The Club’s Historian Joy 

Soderquist introduced special guests and recounted the 

early Tryon Garden Club’s rich history.  

Lecturer John Vining 
at October meeting 
Photo by Beth Rounds  

Surveyor Angus and TGC member Adeline Merrick’s 
granddaughter Linda Merrick Frieze & Joy Soderquist, Tryon 
Garden Club Historian/Archives  Photo Jerry Soderequist 
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Above top: A portion of the display in the Garden House that 
included maps, the Angus Merrick 1931 land survey, 2011 Butler 
Survey, and 2012 Kirpatrick Land Survey of Amenities Area, framed 
pictures, and on the windows, the artwork by Clara Roger’s 2016 
Tryon Elementary third-grade art class. Bottom left: A postage 
stamp PF painting hanging on the 2016 Tryon Post Office window. 
Bottom right: The new history plaque located on the PF Whally 
Stone Picnic Shelter.  

 Current photos by Jerry Soderquist. 2016 photo by D. Southworth. 

 

Some of the attendees included: 

• Carolyn Henry and Mary Long, great-

granddaughters of TGC’s first president Minnie 

Hester  

• Linda Frieze, Angus and Adeline Merrick’s 

granddaughter. Angus was the 1931 surveyor of 

the property. His wife, Adeline, was a TGC 

member and owned Tryon’s first floral shop.  

• Linda and Andy Haynes. Andy’s great-

grandmother Emma Payne Erskine was associated 

with the Tryon Country Club and his grandmother 

Susan Erskine Rogers was a charter TGC 

member.  

In her presentation, Joy included excerpts of past 

thank you letters written by Tryon Grade School 

third graders. The students creatively described their 

“awesome” and “wonderful” experiences. They told 

about touching the bark of the “epic” ironwood trees, 

crushing buckeyes, seeing the walking fern up close, 

smelling moss and leaves, hearing the roaring 

waterfall, and feeling the mist of the Falls on their 

faces. They expressed their appreciation that the 

Tryon Garden Club saved the Glen from the logging 

company and that TGC allowed them free admission. 

(To read more of these comments, go to TGC 

Newsletter, November 2018, pages 5-6.) 

A new history plaque is located on the Whally 

Stone Picnic Shelter giving special recognition to the 

Tryon Garden Club’s Visionaries. It reads: Since 
1931 the Tryon Garden Club has been devoted 
stewards of this 90-foot waterfall and botanical 
sanctuary. This cove forest is an example of one of 
the most diverse habitats of native plants, trees, 
birds, and wildlife on earth.  

During the 1930s economic depression these 
visionaries represented the Pearson’s Falls and 
Glen property acquisition committee of the Tryon 
Garden Club. Since that time, generations have 
continued to enjoy and cherish this treasured site 
of biodiversity located here in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of North Carolina.  

Members of this 1931 committee: Felicia 
Calhoun, Mae Irene Flentye, Carrie Fraser, Mary 
Gordan, Mary Graham, Minnie Hester, May Kelley, 
Frances Lightner, Anne Nash, Elia Peattie, Sarah 
Speed, and Helen Stearns. 

A number of these Tryon “Notables” listed on the 

plaque have descendants that even today continue their 

legacy of making significant contributions in their 

present-day communities.   

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com
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Left: Joy Soderquist presenting PF historical background. Right: The fascinated, but cold, mostly masked attendees (who are left 
to the viewer to try to identify) listened with interest.  Photos by B Rounds--Thank you! 

 

Despite the chilly 43-degree temperature, attendees 

chatted during the social time, enjoyed cupcakes 

topped with freshly picked violas, and appreciated 

viewing the early Tryon Garden Club archives and 

photos that were on displayed in the Garden House. 

Andy Ruff reports that recent grade school students 

have remarked about how “dressed up” the garden 

club members were in the vintage photos and 

especially enjoyed the photos of the old wooden 

bridges. (See photos on page 8.) The Garden House’s 

historical display will be available to members for the 

remainder of the fall. While there is still fall leaf color, 

visit the Glen and view the display. 

 

Invasives continued from page 1. 

Tree-of-heaven 

(Ailanthus altissima), 

English Ivy (Hedera 

helix), and Mimosa 

(Albizia julibrissin). 

Most invasive plants 

came to the U.S. from the 

world’s warmer climates 

and China. Kudzu arrived 

in the U.S. in 1876 as a 

sweet-smelling orna-

mental vine and 

nutritious food for 

livestock. Tree-of-

heaven, a rapidly  

 

growing deciduous tree, was introduced a hundred 

years earlier. English Ivy, PF’s major invader, came 

even earlier with the colonists. It was planted for its 

evergreen foliage and as a dependable year-round 

“carefree” groundcover. Mimosa is sold as a fast-

growing small tree that provides dappled shade, is 

drought-resistant and has beautiful flowers. These and 

other invasives continues to be widely sold. 

John talked about why and how to deal with 

invasives most effectively. The problem, as we see 

daily along local roads, is that many invasive plants 

reduce biodiversity by occupying habitat normally 

utilized by native species. They are actually displacing 

natural vegetation by growing densely, or by 

physically overtaking natural vegetation.  

 

Upcoming Events 

Holiday Activities: Holiday Activities: Watch your 

email for information about the Pearson’s Falls and 

Depot Garden decorating event. This is the only 

holiday event/gathering for December. The plan may 

change, but at newsletter publication time, the 

proposal is to meet in the Depot Garden on Saturday, 

December 11, at 10 am. There will be seasonal 

refreshments and lots of fun! All club members are 

invited. See Hospitality and Special Events on page 4 

for more details. 

  

John Vining demonstrating 
how to identify problem 
plants.  Photo by B. Rounds 
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Club Business 
President’s Report: 2022 budgeting is underway with 

additional monies earmarked for public education and 

civic beautification. The Club Board members would 

like to encourage TGC members to get involved to help 

us decide how best to use these resources. Please 

contact me at bethrounds55@gmail.com. Let’s start the 

discussion and planning now. 

 Beth Rounds 
 

Financials: John James reports that Pearson’s Falls 

gate revenue continues to exceed budget and 

expectations. Expenses continue to compare favorably 

to the budgeted amounts. Our revenue is expected to be 

higher than budget, while expenses appear to be on a 

path below budget. In 2021 there have been 26,262 

visitors, while last year we had 22,467 for the entire 

calendar year. The club investments continue to reflect 

the stock market. It’s a good year so far and the club is 

stronger for it. 
 

Historian/Archives: See pages 1-3 for Joy 

Soderquist’s report. 
 

Kirby Grants: Beth Rounds reports no activity. 
 

Marketing/Publicity Report: Beth Rounds and 

Janet Peterson report that there have been more five-

star reviews and recommendations from our social 

media accounts. Andy Ruff and team continue to strive 

to offer a great PF experience. 

Janet suggested TGC sponsor the Saluda Lifestyles 

publication as we contribute to a monthly column. 

Starting this month, the editor will include “Proud 

Sponsors” along with our standard club and PF info. 

Beth developed a FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) 

history poster using our archival materials provided by 

Joy Soderquist (Thanks Joy!). The poster includes 

pictures and the top historical FAQ’s. McKinsey 

Printing did the layout and printing. Andy posted it on 

the trailhead “kiosk.” This is the second poster that has 

been created that supports our public education mission. 

More history posters will be printed and, in early 

February, will be distributed to the three local visitor 

centers. Three FAQ posters covering the glen, dam, 

etc., will be prepared. These posters will hang in the 

adjacent kiosk at our trailhead.  

There was a free day on Wednesday, November 10, 

honoring our veterans and celebrating the 90th. The 

Welcome Centers were alerted to this event. 
 

Member Engagement: The following reports were 

submitted by Chairperson Denny Crowe. 
 

Programs: The January program speaker will be Paul 

Zimmerman. The team will be extending an invitation 

to the South Carolina Native Plant Society members.  

There is concern about the small turnout for recent 

programs. The team will be brainstorming about 

communication going forward. There will be more 

verbiage in emails and/or newsletter about the club’s 

COVID policy for gatherings, particularly indoors. 

Masks will be required, regardless of attendees’ 

vaccination status.  

Denny Crowe and Beth Rounds will compose a 

postcard-sized calendar for members that will include 

general meeting dates and the program speakers, as 

well as the annual meeting/luncheon. 

Planning has begun for the Wednesday, May 18 

luncheon and annual meeting. Mark it on your 2022 

calendar as soon as possible! 
 

Hospitality and Special Events: Cindy Caldwell 

reports that a December gathering is planned in the 

Depot Garden with the goal of decorating the garden 

fence and arbor for the holidays, as well as making 

two large wreaths that will be placed on the stone 

columns at Pearson’s Falls. The committee members 

plan to go to the Asheville Farmer's Market to 

purchase garland and ribbon. Corrie Woods has agreed 

to help gather greens. Feel free to contribute by 

bringing evergreens, such as cedar, white pine, 

boxwood, cryptomeria, or arborvitae. Important: Try 

to make the branches no shorter than the distance 

between the tip of your middle finger, and your 

elbow. Also, magnolia branches are always welcome! 

If you have questions, feel free to email Cindy 

Caldwell at cindycaldwell921@gmail.com or Denny 

Crowe at dennyccrowe@gmail.com. 
 

Newsletter: If you take a picture of a Garden Club 

activity, a Community activity or garden and would be   

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com
mailto:bethrounds55@gmail.com
mailto:cindycaldwell921@gmail.com
mailto:dennyccrowe@gmail.com
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October 16 Depot Garden Workday  

Top: Beth Rounds. Middle: Carla Shanahan.  
Bottom: Denise Barthold. Photos Jane Herman 

Delightful October photos from the Depot Garden 

Top: The Muhly grass and roses at the Pacolet Street Entrance. 
Bottom: A Monarch Butterfly.  Photos Jane Herman 

willing to share it in the newsletter, email the picture 

file to Donna Southworth, editor, at 

donnas.garden@aol.com. 

 

Civic Beautification 
Flower Petals from the Garden: Chairperson Jane 

Herman reports there have been some recent changes 

in the Depot Garden. Gardens grow, change, and age 

just like people do. There are many plantings in the 

Depot Garden that were placed in the perfect spot ten  

years ago but now are crowded, past their useful years,   

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com
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or just don’t look right in the spot where they were 

originally placed. Therefore, the garden team has done 

some rearranging and replacing. They’re hoping that 

the changes will improve the garden’s eye-appeal. 

 There were workdays on October 16, November 13, 

and November 14. In October, Beth Rounds, Corrie 

Woods, and Denise Bartold got dirty fingers--Thank 

you for offering your time, energy, ideas, and 

womanpower. More workdays will be scheduled for 

cleanup, thinning, etc. 

The biggest challenge the Depot Garden team is 

facing involves the irrigation system. One zone is not 

working. This is the exploration phase of correcting 

the problem. Opinions, advice, work/time, and cost 

estimates are being gathered. 

 

 

What’s Happening? In Virginia Meador’s PF report, 

she describes October as a quiet month. That means that 

there were no crises. No storms. No trees down. No 

accidents. It was a good month! 

Gratitude is expressed to all who made donations to 

Pearson’s Falls this fall.  

Pearson’s Falls and Glen looked spiffy for the 

TGC’s 90th year of ownership festivities (Thank you 

Andy Ruff and PF team). When TGC members and 

special guests arrived, on Nov. 3, they followed the 

“yellow chip road” to the picnic pavilion area for the 

November 3 celebration. The glen was closed for the 

TGC celebration due to the limited parking. The public 

were invited to enjoy a free day on Nov. 10. 
 

Through the Eyes of the Operations Manager: 

Andy Ruff reports that October was a busy month with 

six weddings, and three groups, the Furman Camera 

Club, a Saluda adult art class, the Transylvania Garden 

Club and the PCES (Polk County Elementary School) 

first graders (46 kids and seven adults). Already in 

November, the PCES third graders and Tryon 

Elementary School fourth graders have made field 

trips to PF, and there has been a wedding. 

A load of chips was delivered and is being used to 

freshen up the trails and area around the picnic 

pavilion. A water diverter and 15 tons of gravel were 

purchased. The gravel was spread in the main parking 

area to fix washed-out areas. The new water diverter 

will redirect water from the parking lot to the big 

drainage ditch.  

The furnace, air conditioners, and generator were 

serviced and inspected. All systems are ready for 

winter weather. 

 

 
 

  

Students in Kristy Cox’s & Susie Kimbrell’s first grade class 
on an October nature walk and scavenger hunt at PF. 

Photos from PolkStudents Facebook page. 

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com
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Peak Leaf Season at Pearson’s Falls and Glen  
Top left: The lower falls by Beth Rounds. Top right & bottom: 
Photos: by Elliot Mahan, a Pearson’s Falls visitor in early 
November. His comment was, “Thanks for maintaining such a 
beautiful space.” 
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Historical Tidbit 

Pearson’s Falls Bridges Across Colt Creek:  

After the 1931 loan papers were signed for the 

Pearson’s Falls property, Carter Brown organized a 

work crew to clear the primitive trail up to the Falls. 

The “Donald Peattie Trail” bridge was one of the early 

single handrail wooden bridges located near the 

beginning of the trail. It was named in honor of noted 

Naturalist Donald C. Peattie. Storm flooding damaged 

this bridge numerous times; eventually it could not be 

replaced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The “Donald Peattie Trail” bridge, circa 1932. 

Left: Double Rail Bridge in use during the late 1950-1960s. It 
was constantly in need of replacement due to washouts 
during flooding. Right: The 1970 steel girded bridge. Ethel Chase Memorial Bridge photo from 2018. 

Photographers unknown. 

On November 26, 1981, for the 50th Anniversary of 
Pearson’s Falls (ownership), the steel girded Ethel 
Chase Memorial Bridge was given by the Chase 
family-son Rev. William J. Chase and Grandson 
James Chase Pullen in memory of Ethel Chase a 
devoted Tryon Garden Club member. 

The above caption accompanied the picture; no one is 
identified, nor is the photographer. From another picture’s 
caption: Those present included contractor Chuck Melton; 
nephew, Jim Chase; TGC President Sunny (Louise) Grenfell; Rev 
Dick Jackson; Ethel’s son, Bill Chase; Mike Seely; and C. Lott.  

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com
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Nurtured In Nature by Linda Eiserloh 

“Snickers,” The Strong-Willed Hamster: Never 

having had a hamster myself growing up, I thought 

such little animals were all alike, not very interesting 

or smart like cats and dogs, and not very relational. 

Our children, Beth and Brian, were about eight and 

twelve when we made the family decision to add a 

hamster. Gypsy, the cat, and Marble, the dog, had both 

passed on and we felt like we needed another pet. We 

found Snickers in a pet shop and pick out a plastic 

home for him with “bells and whistles,” toys and 

mirrors, and a hamster wheel. We thought he’d love it, 

but we weren’t counting on him being so social… 

Snickers did NOT want a cage… he wanted to be free!  

Before we went upstairs to bed, we would say “good 

night” to him and secure the lid on his cage. We soon 

found that he was able to move the cage lid. We 

wrapped it with a Bungie cord, but he still was able to 

get out. Next, we tried duct tape and two Bungie cords. 

We put his cage up high on the kitchen counter, 

thinking he’d never be able to get loose. We 

underestimated Snickers; he had other plans. 

One night, my husband, Barney, was out of town on 

business. We were all tucked in our beds. Little 

Snickers was feeling lonely; he wanted company and 

cuddling… He decided to go for it! 

He chewed a big hole in his plastic cage, un-wedged 

the two Bungie cords, and got to the kitchen floor. He 

walked to the stairs in another room, climbed the long 

steep staircase with risers twice as tall as he, and found 

my bedroom. I was sleeping soundly in the king-sized 

bed. Suddenly, I was awakened by a furry moving 

object on my neck. Without thought or awareness, I 

instantly grabbed the thing and threw it away from me. 

Uh oh!!! I immediately realized that the furry object 

was our dear tiny HAMSTER… Snickers… just 

looking for love and snuggling! I found him, petted 

him, and apologized profusely. Then I carried him to 

his bedraggled cage and used a LOT of duct tape to 

seal him in for the rest of the night. 

I now knew, FOR SURE, that a tiny size does not 

preclude intelligence, determination, and desire for 

love. I learned to respect and honor him and other tiny 

creatures. What a beautiful gift! 

National Garden Club 
The National Gardener Has Gone Digital and Now 

It’s Free: Why is the magazine digital-only? Going 

digital was a financial decision by the National Garden 

Club’s Board of Directors based on statistics compiled 

in 2019. At the time, there were 165,000 NGC 

members. Only 11,000 copies of TNG were printed for 

each issue. Of that 11,000, most were sent out at no 

cost to the individual. This included NGC Life 

Members and local club presidents. Paid subscribers 

were a mere 2,300 people – 1.4% of the total NGC 

membership. The National Gardener was operating at 

a loss. It became very apparent printing TNG and 

employing an editor was no longer sustainable.  

Prior to going completely digital, about 369 people 

viewed the free digital TNG on the website. Currently, 

over 5,107 have digitally subscribed. You do not have 

to sit in front of a computer screen to read this 

publication. You may print the pdf or view it on a 

portable device. Best of all, every issue of The 

National Gardener includes additional information by 

simply clicking on links within articles. Subscribe 

today and get the next issue of TNG sent directly to 

your inbox. Go to gardenclub.org/national-gardener 

and sign up to have it delivered to your inbox.  

It’s a beautiful publication. I always find several 

articles that interest me. The latest issue has several 

related to Veterans Day and honoring those who 

served. Gardening with Nature by Victoria Bergesen 

on page 43, talks about using local resources and 

forming local partnerships. She suggests tapping into 

services offered by your local Agriculture Extension 

office. I recently got an email from Scott Welborn, our 

local Cooperative Extension Director, about soil 

samples being free until April. A soil sample is a good 

way to start planning for your 2022 spring garden or 

yard makeover. In the Polk County office there are 

free publications relating to the environment and 

gardening that are very helpful. Ms Bergesen also 

suggests field trips to private gardens in the area and 

inviting Native Plant Society members to your 

meetings—TGC is doing that in January. Ms Bergesen 

has a comprehensive list of national resources 

available upon request. Donna Southworth, editor.  

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com
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Exploring with Jim Welch  
Photos and Nature Stories from My Travels with 

NatureScene:  

I have enjoyed writing 

about my walkabouts in 

the woods of Western 

North Carolina and 

more specifically, 

Covington Woods, 

where Ceille and I live 

in a log cabin on the 

slope of Huckleberry 

Ridge. For this TGC 

newsletter I want to 

share a few of my 

favorite photos and 

stories of nature from 

my travels with 

NatureScene. 

For over 20 years I traveled with Rudy Mancke as 

host of the public television series NatureScene. We 

took viewers on nature-filled field trips across the 

United States and beyond but no matter where we 

went, I have always loved the hills and valleys of the 

Blue Ridge province best of all. This is home.  

The Trumpeter 

Swan, North 

America’s largest 

waterfowl, was 

once near 

extinction and 

now numbers 

around 46,000 in 

North America. I 

saw this one in the 

Madison River that flows some 23 miles through the 

northern edge of Yellowstone National Park. 

The first Caribou I ever saw and photographed was 

in Alaska’s Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. Once 

common there, the caribou was extirpated in 1912 due 

to a combination of overhunting and habitat loss from 

human-caused fires. In the 1960s, they were 

reintroduced by the Alaska Fish and Game Service. 

Both sexes have antlers. I was apprehensive at first 

about getting close but as I walked toward it, the 

animal came right up to 

me with my camera. 

(Editor’s note: Caribou 

and reindeer are the 

same animal. In the 

USA, only domesticated 

caribou are called 

reindeer; in other 

countries caribou are 

called reindeer.) 

American Bison 

numbered 40-60 million 

before the European settlements in North America. 

During the 1800s there was wholesale killing of the 

animals. 

In the 

early 

years of 

the 20th 

century, 

there 

were less 

than 

1,000 

left. 

Today, 

thanks to conservationists, the numbers are 

approaching half a  

million.  

This 

Moose, 

an 

adoles-

cent, 

was 

along 

the road 

to Mt. 

Katah-

din, the 

largest 

mountain in Maine and the northern terminus of the 

Appalachian Trail. Maine’s moose population is the 

largest of any of the lower 48 states; it’s estimated at 

60 to 70,000 animals. 

Jim atop the summit of 
Haleakala in Maui, Hawaii  

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com
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This Cactus Wren 

was sitting on a cactus 

on the boundary 

between Organ Pipe 

National Monument 

and the Mexican state 

of Sonora. We were 

there in the late 80s 

when it was safer. 

Today because of the 

drug cartels it is one of 

the most dangerous 

places in the U.S. National Park Service holdings. 

The Fer De Lance is 

the most dangerous 

snake of Central and 

South America; it’s 

responsible for more 

human deaths than any 

other American reptile. 

The NatureScene crew 

spent a week at Selva 

Verde Refuge on the 

Sarapiqui River. Rudy 

caught this Fer de 

Lance quite close to the grass huts in which we were 

staying. 

Rudy and I tried to catch this Armadillo in a 

butterfly net at 

Wassaw National 

Wildlife Refuge 

near Savannah, 

Georgia. It did not 

go well; the 

armadillo won. 

Once these 

animals were 

found only in 

Texas. Several years later, I saw armadillos in Florida. 

They have now crossed the Savannah River and are 

found throughout South Carolina. In 2014, the first 

Western North Carolina armadillo was spotted in 

Buncombe County. 

Rudy and I had wonderful adventures during our 20 

plus years hosting the NatureScene series. We were 

blessed to be able to do exactly what we loved doing… 

exploring different parts of the world and observing 

nature. I also took time to do a few outside adventures, 

including kayaking in the Rogue River in Oregon, 

hang gliding at Nags Head, and riding a bicycle from 

the summit of Haleakala in Maui (10,023 elevation) to 

the Pacific Ocean some 28 miles below. No pedaling 

involved, just hanging on and riding the brake. I loved 

every minute of our NatureScene life. 

 

News You Can Use 
Don't Despair Plant Lovers, Native Plants Offer 

Winter Interest: The following information is from 

an article by Torry Nergart, the conservation 

easement manager for Conserving Carolina. The 

article in its entirety can be found in the 

Transylvania Times online edition under the 

Outdoors tab, December 21, 2020. 

Winter can seem dreary at times with only chores 

to be done. For any plant lover, the season may 

appear to be the least interesting time of the 

botanical year. But 

there is a lot going 

on “behind the 

scenes” and plenty 

of that can be 

incorporated into 

your native plants 

garden to give the 

fourth season 

interest. 

Torry’s first 

recommendation 

for winter is native 

Witch Hazel shrub 

(Hamamelis 

virginiana). The 

genus name refers to the two botanical elements 

going on in the winter and means “together with 

fruit”—a reference to the fact that the previous 

year’s fruit (that explode when ripe) are on the 

branch at the same time the thread-like yellow 

flowers are open. It can be seen in several wet coves 

in Pisgah. There are several cultivars that have 

Witch Hazel shrub 

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com
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American Holly 

improved floral displays, and the plant does well in 

a semi-shady spot. 

Choosing a native plant with a highly patterned or 

colorful bark brings warmth to the cold. The Silky 

Dogwood (Cornus amomum) with its maroon twigs 

and branches is an excellent option to plant in 

masse, like a hedge, to 

keep the color on display. 

After the winter interest 

fades, this plant will 

produce large clusters of 

white flowers followed by 

an indigo fruit for 

wildlife. 

An evergreen would 

make a good backdrop to 

your display. The 

American Holly (Ilex opaca) can be clipped into 

holiday-inspired shapes or left unpruned to make an 

overall conic form with reaching branches full of 

berries. You’ll want to plant a male tree for every 

three female trees. Different cultivars have dense 

red or yellow berry clusters. The humble blueberry 

bush provides excellent 

late foliage color, the 

bright red leaves hanging 

on much longer than the 

overall fall leaves.  

When your garden is 

filled with native plants, 

you’re not just inviting 

the plants to your home, 

you’re inviting the birds 

to partake of the berries, 

thrive on the caterpillars 

and nest in the branches.  

Remember, non-native 

plants like Crepe Myrtle 

are host to no insects, so no food. They’re as sterile 

as a fake plastic tree in a bank lobby! The bugs that 

need native plants for food are often held in check 

by predators (aka wild birds) and therefore don’t 

ruin the plant display. Native plants require less 

care or doting, as they are adapted to conditions  

and thrive.  

What are the Caterpillars in My Landscape This 

Fall? There are a few possibilities. One caterpillar, 

known as the fall cankerworm, plagues maple and 

oak trees in the Charlotte area. Cankerworms, also 

called inchworms, loopers, or spanworms, are 

caterpillars that move with a distinctive looping 

motion. Control strategies for fall cankerworms 

involve mostly trunk banding. Fall is when the 

wingless female moth is crawling from the ground up 

the trunk of the tree to lay eggs. “Sticky band” traps 

easily capture the females as they climb the trunks. 

Trapped females still attract males, which also become 

trapped. If the traps are maintained until the first of 

May, caterpillars drifting down on silk webs or 

climbing back up the trunk will be captured. 

Another caterpillar that affects oaks is the orange 

striped oakworm. They start as tiny green caterpillars 

and eventually grow into black caterpillars with yellow 

or orange stripes running lengthwise along their 

bodies. These caterpillars have a prominent pair of 

spines or slender horns sticking up behind the head. 

Small trees are sometimes defoliated completely by 

midsummer. Control is complicated by the size of 

many of the infested trees. Fortunately, late summer 

defoliations are much less damaging to the health of 

trees than early spring defoliations. In most cases it is 

probably better to rely on birds, diseases, and parasites 

to lower the population next year.  

Fall webworms are yet another caterpillar. They 

start building their web at the branch tips and become 

enlarged to encompass fresh, green leaves until the 

web may become two to three feet long. Fall 

webworms are best managed by pulling down the 

webs and destroying the caterpillars, if the webs are 

within reach by a pole. If the webs are within reach of 

a sprayer, use a Bt product when caterpillars are small.  

Information from the NC Cooperative Extension, 

author Bill Smith and updated by Nancie Mandeville. 

 

 

For the Good of the Order 
Quote of the month: “The thankful receiver bears a 

plentiful harvest.” William Blake  

 

 

Bracken fern 
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