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           2020 September: The raging falls following torrential rain*. 

Grateful for Life in the Foothills: Even with the uptick of Covid cases and Delta, I think we can all say that this 

summer was better than last year! My hope is that many of you took the opportunity to personally connect with 
friends and family whether in our beautiful area or beyond. One word I hear a lot is “grateful”-- feeling grateful 

for life here in the foothills. President Beth Rounds  
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September Meeting* — Let’s grow it! What to 

plant in your garden to use inside and out. 
DATE: September 15, 2021 

PLACE: FENCE (Foothills Equestrian Nature Center) 

Pavilion, 3381 Hunting Country Road, Tryon, NC. 

Phone: 828-859-9021 

TIME: Meeting begins at 1:00 pm; speaker 

presentation 1:30 

Tryon Garden Club Member Engagement Chair 

Denny Crowe will share her extensive landscape design 

knowledge with fellow members. Before moving to 

Tryon, Denny owned her own business specializing in 

event planning and floral design. She continues to 

consult on residential garden and landscape design. She 

is a member of the Polk County Appearance Commit-

tee. Denny will reveal her favorite plants for landscape 

and floral design, and how to use them inside and out. 
 

October Meeting* — Invasive Plants of the 

Carolinas with John Vining 
DATE: October 20, 2021 

PLACE: FENCE Pavilion (see information above) 

TIME: Meeting begins at 1:00 pm; speaker 

presentation 1:30 

John Vining is a Polk County native and an honorary 

member of the Tryon Garden Club. He is familiar with 

the invasive plants in our area, and how to deal with 

them most effectively. John graduated from Clemson 

University with a degree in horticulture. For more than 

32 years, he was Polk County NC Cooperative 

Extension Director. 
 

*Both the September and October meetings are open to 

TGC Members only and will be held outside. We will 

observe the most current COVID precautions to ensure 

the safety of everyone. Masks are required for those 

who have not been vaccinated. 

 

November Meeting — The 90th Anniversary 

Honoring Tryon Garden Club’s Stewardship 

of Pearson’s Falls and Glen.  
DATE: November 3, 2021 

PLACE: Pearson’s Falls 

TIME: 1:00 pm 

The Club will celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the 

Tryon Garden Club’s Stewardship of Pearson’s Falls 

and Glen this November. Joy Soderquist, a Tryon 

Garden Club member for more than 20 years and 

currently the Club’s Historian/Archivist, will take 

members on the courageous journey that the founding 

women took to preserve Pearson’s Falls and Glen. Joy 

has previously worked on the Publicity, Promotion, and 

Education committees and is well qualified to share her 

knowledge of the organization. She is a retired educator 

and active in local history organizations. 

As the celebration grows closer, there will be more 

details about this very special celebration. 

This special celebration is for TGC members and 

special guests only. Folding chairs will be set up 

outside the picnic shelter with most current COVID 

precautions observed. 
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The Last Month in Review 
Bird Migration by Simon Thompson: On Thursday, 

September 9, 2021, at 2 pm at the Lanier Library the 

Tryon Garden Club and the Lanier Library presented a 

joint program by well-known birder Simon Thompson. 

Originally from Suffolk, England, Simon has lived in 

North Carolina for over 20 years. Prior to moving to the 

US, he lived in Lebanon, Kenya, Yemen, and Ghana, 

where his interest in birds and natural history began. He 

is an enthusiastic graduate of England’s Commercial 

Horticulture Program. 

Simon is on the board of the Elisha Mitchell Audubon 

Society in Asheville, NC. As owner and operator of 

Ventures Birding Tours, Simon has led many birding 

trips all over the world.  

Following the program, President Beth Rounds 

remarked, “We had a great group today with all 

interested in birding. Simon is a knowledgeable and 

engaging speaker. Thanks to Jenny and the library 

team for hosting!” 
 

Club Business 
President’s Report: Summer is a busy time at 

Pearson’s Falls and Glen. The new Exit Road is 

finished and our goal of having better traffic control 

has been achieved. Andy says that attendance is at an 

all-time high, which is not a surprise. We continue to 

strive to deliver an outstanding nature experience to all 

who enter our gates. Our Google and Facebook com-

ments are very positive. The Depot Garden continues 

to delight all those who visit our Tryon “gem.” 

As we look to the future, your board will continue to 

focus on initiatives that support TGC’s mission: 

• Preserving, protecting, and treasuring Pearson’s 

Falls 

• Contributing to the beautification of Tryon 

• Educating members and the community 

• Collaborating with others 

The TGC Board continues to function well under the 

new structure. I am happy to report that the new Board 

members have their areas “humming along.” 

 

Thank you for your membership and individual 

contributions to our Club. Please reach out to me with 

any comments or questions. Beth Rounds 
 

Financials: John James reports that the current year 

gate revenue is approximately 40% higher than 2020 

and 15% higher than 2019. The 2019 figure is a more 

accurate historical comparison due to COVID in 2020. 

The Club is performing well within budgeted expenses 

and expects to be within budget for the year.  

Current year Pearson’s Falls visitors total 24,749, as 

compared to the same period last year’s total of 15,404. 

Total visitors in 2020 were 28,242, putting us on a 

possible path to 37,000 visitors if the trend continues. 

This would be about 8,000 more than 2019 or an 

increase of about 25%.  

Investments continue to perform positively. 

Club Business continued on page 4.  

Simon Thompson discussing bird migration in Western NC 
Photo: Beth Rounds 

The 2021-22 Tryon Garden Club Board 
L to R: Jackie Weedon, Denny Crowe, Beth Rounds, Jane 
Herman, John James, & Virginia Meador.  Photo: D. Southworth 
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Fantastic New Tryon Garden Logos: Did you 

notice our new newsletter header? Were you excited 

when you received the meeting notice via MailChimp 

and saw the Club’s headliner? Most members replied 

positively! Members are reacting like the Tiger’s 

cereal motto: “They’re GREAT!” 
 

How did this happen? The Club’s marketing team was 

often asked for a Tryon Garden Club logo for 

promotional purposes. The only thing they had to offer 

was our PF woodblock image. While this image 

represents a major part of our club, it doesn’t really 

convey the Club’s broader mission or have a real 

“logo” feel to it.  

The Club needed two logos: 

• A Tryon Garden Club logo 

• A similar Pearson’s Falls logo using the wood 

block 

Beth Rounds asked Vince Verrecchio, a former 

advertising and marketing executive, if he would help 

the Club with creating two images. Vince knows the 

club well; he has authored two Life in the Foothills 

 

General Club Logo prepared by Vince & Beth 
 

TGC articles, one on PF and the other on the 

Depot/Garden. In the past seven years, he has  

contributed to over eight Polk County non-profits. He 

is a talented guy!  

After some logo tweaking, the Club Board 

unanimously approved the new logos. Vince provided 

these to us pro bono. 
 

How will these logos be used?  
 

• The Tryon Garden Club logo will be used for 

general purposes, such as the Foothills Chamber 

of Commerce Feed the Foothills event, where 

the Club was featured on the sponsor banner. 

The logo will also be used to promote the club. 
 

• The Pearson’s Falls and Glen logo will be used 

for all PF promotional and information materials 

(website, rack cards, passes, etc.). 
 

What’s the format? There is a black & white and a 

color version for each. Not all the styles are displayed 

here. Steve McKinsey at McKinsey Printing, Tryon, 

will have all the files including the letterhead version. 
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Club Business continued 
 

Historian/Archives: Joy Soderquist reports that she 

met with Virginia Meador and Beth Rounds regarding 

the Nov. 3, Pearson’s Falls 90th Anniversary. She has 

communicated with Donna Wise about the event’s 

title, and with Denny Crowe about the set-up.  

Joy and Robin Rice are working to cross reference 

files received from Past President Susan Kelley. 

Joy and Jerry Soderquist were able to have some of 

Andy Ruff’s Pearson’s Falls files retrieved from 

Andy’s old computer’s damaged hard drive to a flash 

drive by Best Buy’s Geek Squad service. 

Garland Goodwin is writing a column in which he 

plans on mentioning Tropical Storm ‘Jerry,’  

August 1995. This storm caused major damage at the 

Falls and closed sections of 176. The Glen was closed 

for 2 months. Joy is assisting him by researching the 

Tryon Garden Club Archives for information. 

A “Tryon Garden Club/Pearson’s Falls Early 

History” has been researched and complied on a flash 

drive for use in the anniversary preparations.  
 

Kirby Grants: Beth Rounds notes that the Club will 

be submitting two grant reimbursement requests this 

month. Janet Peterson will create the appropriate 

articles for the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  
 

Marketing/Publicity Report: Beth Rounds and 

Janet Peterson report that Janet has provided an update 

to Saluda Lifestyles. The Club’s fall programs will not 

be announced to the public due to the COVID uptick.  

Thank you to Vince Verrecchio for a terrific job with 

the new logos and header for our newsletters – all pro 

bono! The TGC has already been used for the Lanier 

Library September program promo and will be used 

for the Foothills Chamber of Commerce’s promotions 

for the Feed the Foothills event. 

A Feed the Foothills poster has been placed at the 

Information Board at the Pearson’s Falls trailhead. An 

explanation has been added stating that the September 

25 gate proceeds will be donated to the charities.  

 

 

Andy Ruff and Beth have updated the yellow visitor 

handout. McKinsey Printing produced 5000 copies – 

should hold us for a while!  
 

Member Engagement: The Board discussed 

possibly moving the general TGC meetings to days/ 

times more accessible for everyone. Our members who 

are employed usually cannot make the Wednesday 

afternoon meetings. Denny Crowe and Beth Rounds 

will put together a questionnaire asking for input from 

the membership. Please respond to this survey. 

The following reports were submitted by Chairman 

Denny Crowe. 
 

Hospitality and Special Events: Cindy Caldwell 

distributed a Mail Chimp message with info on the 

September, October, and November General Club 

Meetings, and the September Birding lecture that the 

Club sponsored with Lanier Library. There is a note 

that if you did not receive that email, please contact 

Cindy Caldwell. 

Plans are progressing nicely for the November 

Pearson’s Falls Celebration at Pearson's Falls, and the 

December “Gathering of the Greens” (decorating the 

Pearson’s Falls gates, and something pretty for the 

Depot Garden). More details next month.  
 

Programs: Donna Wise has the Club’s upcoming 

general meetings planned through the end of the year. 

Speakers are lined up for 2022, but before they are 

announced, the Board will have to see how the COVID 

epidemic evolves in Polk County. 
 

Member Outreach: Communicating and reaching out 

to our new members is important. It has been 

suggested that Karen Hipp be in touch via telephone 

with them given the COVID situation.  
 

Secretary/Member Records Report: Jackie 

Weedon has updated MailChimp with the latest TGC 

roster. She now knows how to setup mailing lists for 

specific committees. This means, for example, if 

there’s a need for PF gate coverage, only the PF gate 

volunteers group may be contacted using MailChimp. 

Team leaders won’t need to keep separate contact lists 

and the lists will always be current. 
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Civic Beautification 
Flower Petals from the Garden: Chairperson Jane 

Herman reports that on a late August day the two “old, 

sick” dogwood trees bordering the Pacolet Street 

sidewalk were removed from the Depot Garden. 

Bartlett Tree Experts did a great job. Additional tree 

removal benefits are that more light filters into the 

garden, and it’s a great garden view from the street. 

The garden volunteers have been keeping the garden 

looking beautiful by deadheading and removing 

unwanted mushrooms and spent foliage. 

Jane’s attempts to obtain irrigation system upgrade 

estimates are ongoing. 

 

What’s Happening at Pearson’s Falls: Virginia 

Meador PF report describes the heavy rainfall during 

the week of August 16, when the glen received almost 

ten inches of rain. This caused a tree on the west side 

of the trail to fall across the river with the crown of the 

tree on the trail. Andy Ruff and Gene Justice were able 

to take care of the cleanup.  

Allison Tree Service continues to have difficulty in 

renting a crane needed for the removal of a tree near 

the Cottage. 

The pump for the restrooms is overtaxed because of 

the number of visitors. Andy Ruff has asked a contrac-

tor to check it out. The restrooms are currently closed. 
 

Education: Due to COVID concerns and school health 

priorities, educational walks will not be offered to 

school children at the present time. This includes our 

public Fall Walks. 
 

Memorial and Wedding Special Use Policies: Beth 

Rounds and Andy Ruff collaborated. Two documents 

have been created, one for use with film crews, and the 

other for weddings or memorials. They will be used 

going forward. 

There will be no additional PF 2021 wedding or 

memorial reservations accepted. 
 

August activities: Andy Ruff reports that during 

August, there were five paying groups at the falls… a 

wedding, two church groups, a women’s group, and 18 

Limestone College students. The Women’s group also 

rented the shelter. 

On Tuesday, August 17, tropical storm Fred dumped 

7.5 inches of rain on PF. The following day, Highway 

176 was closed and there was no power. On Friday 

morning, the 20th, PF was closed until 1 pm because 

there was no power. Visitor attendance didn’t slow   

Window into the Depot Garden 
On Saturday, September 4, Jackie Weedon took a picture 
of the Depot Garden from across Pacolet Street, looking 
toward where the dying dogwoods had been. It looks like 
a picture window has been opened into the garden. 

The news Pearson’s Falls Logo 
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Sunday, August 22, a tree across the creek and the trail.  
Picture is looking toward Pearson’s Falls entrance  
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over the weekend. On Sunday, the 22nd, a tree fell 

across the creek and onto the trail. No one was hurt; a 

few visitors had a wild story. The glen closed at 4 pm. 

Andy Ruff and Gene Justice flew into action and had 

the trail open again by 1 pm the following day. They 

had the tree cut up and the railing repaired. (Thank 

you, guys!) This year’s tree losses have changed the 

appearance of the trail. 

Despite the excitement and emotional trauma, the PF 

trail was open every day for at least most of each 

August day. The total attendance was 3618.  

Historical Tidbit 

The Original Acquisition of Pearson’s Falls and 

Glen: In November the club will have owned 
Pearson’s Falls and Glenn 90 years. The following is a 
history prepared by the Club Historian Joy Soderquist.  

In the early 1920s, Jean Holden and Diana and Anne 

Nash hosted group of women and men, who would 

gather at the Lanier Club (now the Lanier Library) and 

in private homes to discuss their gardening 

experiences. 

In 1924, under the leadership of avid conservationist 

Sarah Speed, the group became affiliated with the 

“National Flower, Plant and Fruit Guild,” national 

headquarters in Rye, New York. 

In partnership with the Lanier Club this group 

sponsored speakers on various gardening and 

conservation topics. They also hosted teas to raise 

money for the purchase of plants, flowers and fruit that 

would be distributed to shut-ins and patients at St. 

Luke’s Hospital. 

In 1928, the Tryon Garden Club was organized. 

Minnie (J.B.) Hester was elected the Club’s first 

president. Some of the early members were: Minnie 

(J.B.) Hester, Helen Jane Stearns, Mae Irene Flentye, 

Carrie Fraser, May (M.O.) Kelly, Diana Nash, Anne 

Nash, Frances (C.A.) Lightner, Marie Holmes, Elia 

(Robert) Peattie, Jean (Edward) Holden, Mrs. Henry 

Bray, Julia (Julian) Calhoun, Felicia Calhoun, Amelia 

Calhoun, Laura (Nelson) Jackson, Mrs. J.C. Kimberly, 

Anna (F. P.) Bacon, Dr. Mary Palmer, Mrs. William 

White, Harriet Taylor, Bessie Taylor, Mrs. Bennett, 

Mrs. W.F. Little, Mrs. W.E. Parsons, Mrs. J.M. 

Richardson, Susan (Carrol) Rodgers, Mary Graham, 

Lilly Wilcox Grady, Mrs. Frank Moore, Alma (Jed) 

Washburn, and Mrs. Wm. Dobbyn. Honorary 

membership included Carter Brown, W.E. Mehaffey, 

and U.G. and Sarah Speed. (Many of these members 

were also members of the Lanier Club.)  

They would hold monthly meetings in members’ 

homes, serve refreshments, and give tours of the 

hostesses’ gardens. Back then, it was a private club 

and you had to be sponsored and in good standing in 

the community to join. Over the years the Tryon 

Garden Club did a lot of work to beautify Tryon and 

the area.   

Looking towards the falls 

Following the cleanup 
& repair looking 
toward the entrance. 

Monday, August 23, the 
trail is open for visitors. 
Looking toward the falls 

mailto:donnas.garden@aol.com


 
 

7 

Tryon Garden Club News September 2021 

Editor: Donna Southworth, 828-286-4324, donnas.garden@aol.com 
Member Engagement: Karen Hipp, 864-449-6807, Thomashipp@att.net 

 

In 1929, early projects of the Club were community 

projects such as sponsoring garden tours and hosting 

“Teas” and awarding prizes for individual gardens in 

the “Farm and Church Yards Improvement Contests” 

and “Country Flower Shows”. The Club’s early 

beautification projects included planting dogwood 

trees, red bud trees, and yellow jasmine along the 

North Fork Railroad embankment along Tryon’s Trade 

Street and along Highway 191 (present day 176) and 

planting trees at Harmon Field and Tryon Country 

Club. They sponsored Litter Cleanup Campaigns.  

Minnie Hester organized a formal Conservation 

Committee under the guidance of Sarah Speed (living 

in Asheville), who was serving as an officer of the 

Garden Clubs of America and the French Broad River 

Garden Club. The projects included educating the 

public on the destructive practice of uncontrolled 

gathering of Christmas evergreens, holly, and 

wildflowers. Club members distributed education-al 

leaflets in the local schools and hotels. One slogan was 

If you must pick, do not pull the wildflowers. 

When the railroad company was coming to Polk 

County, they sent men to survey and purchase land. 

One of the surveyors was Captain Pearson. He 

procured property for the railroad and for himself. 

The property that became Pearson’s Falls and Glen 

was part of the land owned by Captain Pearson. For 

years after the railroad was built, the Pearson family 

would allow friends and neighbors to explore the glen 

and the 90-foot waterfall. 

In early 1931, Donald Cultross Peattie was a noted 

naturalist; he wrote an urgent letter to the Tryon 

Garden Club pleading that the club save the botanical 

glen. He was TGC member Elia Peattie’s son and was 

one of the children who had had access to the property. 

In his letter, he expressed the importance of protecting 

over 200 flowering plants, ferns, and trees from the 

destruction of a timber company. He encouraged the 

Club to purchase the 300-acre botanical. He also noted 

that some of the trees on the Pearson property were 

being logged. This was during the Depression and the 

Pearson family needed money to pay taxes on the land.  

 

 

The Conservation Committee, comprised of Minnie 

Hester, Mary Graham, Mae Irene Flentye, Anne Nash, 

and Julia Calhoun, researched and coordinated this 

extraordinary Conservation project. After much 

debate, the members voted to purchase the property. It 

has been said the Club members were “peppy, 

dedicated, determined, and resourceful.”  

In November 1931, TGC bought a total of 308-acres 

for $3,363.25 or $8.82 per acre from the Pearson 

family and The Bank of Saluda. Mrs. Lightner, who 

was a member of the Club, lent the money to cover the 

amount needed (her husband was a banker). Within 8 

years, the Club raised the money to repay the 

Lightners. Both Club and community members 

participated in fundraisers. Carter Brown supervised 

the clearing of the simple paths in the Glen. At this 

point, guests were charged a fee of 25 cents. 

November 1939, Minnie Hester and Mae Irene 

Flentye, original members of this Conservation 

Committee, participated in a special ceremony at 

Pearson’s Falls. A quote from the minutes states, “The 

mortgage was impressively burned on a handsome 

brazier containing a bonfire of pinecones, cedar, and 

rosemary (for remembrance).” 

President Elia Peattie coordinated the project of 

printing her son Donald Peattie’s booklet The Natural 

History of Pearson’s Falls and Some of Its Human 

Associations, requesting that all proceeds from the sale 

of the book go to the upkeep of Pearson’s Falls. (This 

booklet has been edited several times.) 

Many updates were made after the Club purchased 

the property–the path to the Falls, the stone picnic 

shelter, the entrance gate, and picnic spots.  

The Club decided to build a caretaker’s cottage so 

that they could control admissions. The building, 

called the Ellen Holt Cottage, was finished in 1950.  

In 1952, the Club built the Herbarium to store the 

collection of Polk County plants that Oliver Freeman 

donated to the Club (more than 5,000 specimens). 

Eventually those specimens were given to UNC 

Asheville for safekeeping. The Herbarium was 

renovated and is now called the Garden House. The 

club uses it for club meetings in October and April. 
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In 1970–1971 the Ethel Chase stone and steel bridge 

over Colt Creek was installed because previous 

wooden bridges had been washed out by floods. 

In recent years a new ticket/admission building, 

composting toilets, and a bus turnaround have been 

added to the property, the Garden House has been 

renovated, an additional 6-plus acres were purchased 

to the left of the entrance, and this year, 2021, the gate 

house and parking lot were expanded, and the exit road 

added. Today the club struggles trying to remove the 

invasive English Ivy that was planted as a ground 

cover near the entrance. 

Nurtured In Nature by Linda Eiserloh 
We are all geodes: One of my favorite old movies is 

‘Cocoon,’ an award winner about aliens landing on 

earth and adapting “human forms” to pass as people. 

My favorite scene is where a human man who has 

fallen in love with an alien woman but doesn’t know 

she’s “other” peeks through a keyhole at the female 

alien changing her clothes. She undresses and… then 

unzips her human cover, a flesh total body jumpsuit. 

What remains is a wispy form of an entity made of 

bright golden light… energy! This is the REAL her!!! 

I think of that scene often to remind myself that we are 

all “golden entities of energy” deep within. 

I have often expressed my love for geodes when I 

am around rock collections or rock shops. In fact, I 

have even found some little ones in my Tryon yard 

when gardening. In 

essence they are regular 

looking grey rocks that 

when cut in half reveal 

an amazing interior. 

Some of the ones on 

display and for sale 

reveal a cave-like 

opening inside, often 

lined with dazzling 

crystals of white, 

lavender, or other 

colors. Beautiful… Not 

at all plain or dull as 

their exteriors. I have 

always seen them as 

visual metaphors for the 

reality of human beings. 

At some point most of 

us are revealed as plain 

or ordinary but on 

further exploration one 

can find dazzling inner 

beauty in every person. 

The beauty is there but we often are so absorbed in 

how the outside looks or how we think it should look 

that we neglect to explore our, and others, deep inner 

beautiful energy. 

A geode: rough on the outside, 
beautiful on the inside.  

 Photo from the internet 

Grand Opening Tryon Garden Club’s Pearson’s Falls Green 
Restrooms (Compostable toilets), Sunday, April 13, 2014, Free 
admission 12 noon to 5:30 pm, Ribbon cutting at 2 pm. Left: 
Susan Kelley, TGC President; Tony Hauser, Altamont; Carol 
Meeske, Project Mgr.; Jim Wright, Tryon’s Mayor; Wyndy 
Morehead, TGC Vice President. Photo: Unknown 

The Gate House 
/Ticket Booth 
2014 (Built in 
2012) Left: 
Gretchen Morris, 
PF Chairman; 
Donna 
Southworth, 
Secretary &  Right: Joy Souderquist, Historian &  
Annie Ewing, PF 
Education Chair.  
 

Photo: Unknown 
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Reader Comments 
So happy to see your article (in the July-August 

newsletter) on coffee grounds in the garden! I use 

coffee grounds and eggshells.  Denise Barthold 
 

Jim Walsh’s article was of special interest as we've 

had the Hooded Warbler at our feeder lately. I had no 

idea what it is! Not knowing even what species to look 

under in the bird book.  

I will be interested to see what develops for our 

Christmas activity. I like the idea of meeting to make 

decorations for both the gates at PF and Depot Garden. 

Gretchen Morris  
Again, another great newsletter. I do enjoy reading 

them and keeping up with what is going on.  

Carol Meeske 
You accidentally sent it (the newsletter) to everyone 

with their email address in the ‘To’ line. 

 Jackie Weedon 
My apologizes. I will try not to do that again. I also 

complain when others do this. In the future, Secretary 

Jackie Weedon, keeper of the roster, will be sending 

the e-newsletter until it is located on the website for all 

to enjoy. You will be receiving information about how 

to access it. I will try to have it on the site on Monday 

night before the Wednesday Member Meeting. 

Information about the monthly meeting should be on 

page one of each issue.  

Donna Southworth, Editor 
 

Master Gardeners Among Us 
Thank you to the nine people who responded to Donna 

Southworth’s request for Master Gardener informa-

tion. The question was broached because we have a 

new master gardener among our membership, Rosalie 

Rogers. She was a Master Naturalist in Texas who like 

many of us moved to this area and found growing 

conditions very different from those we left behind. 

The soil here is red clay and is either too wet or too 

dry. Rosalie enrolled this summer when the NC 

Cooperative Extension announced a new class. She 

found the experience informative, yet overwhelming. 

She excelled on the final exam and is now ready to 

tackle her yard.  

Susan Kelley and Carol Meeske never took the 

course, but they both have had fabulous gardens! They 

knew where to get the help they needed. 

Eva Pratt was in the first class held in Spartanburg 

County, SC in the 1980s. She completed her volunteer 

obligation at Walnut Grove. After that she became 

active with the South Carolina Native Plant Society. 

Because of that affiliation, she has met many noted 

environmentalists and traveled to interesting places, 

like Iceland, to study vegetation. 

Lucy Brannon became a Master Gardener in Florida. 

She commented, “I learned so much! Great program!”  

Jackie Burke graduated 15 years ago in a Warrenton, 

VA class. She found it an intense program with a lot of 

reading and studying. In the end, her notebook was 

very thick with notes and printed materials. She found 

the Master Naturalist Program more enjoyable. 

Jackie Weedon, Sandy Bruenner, and Donna 

Southworth became MGs in Polk County, NC: Jackie 

in 2009, Donna in spring 2013, and Sandy in fall 2018.  

Jackie does most of her gardening in pots because of 

her poor soil conditions. This training opened the door 

for her to volunteer with the TGC, at the MG Help 

Desk, the state MG organization, and the Western NC 

Gardening Symposium. While at the help desk, a staff 

member overheard her talking with another volunteer 

about sewing. The staffer told them about the 4-H 

sewing program. Jackie got involved with teaching 

young 4-H students; she dearly loves this program. So, 

one thing can lead to many wonderful things! 

The most helpful knowledge Sandy received from 

the MG course was learning about soil. Soil was 

particularly emphasized by Scott Welborn because he 

loves the subject. She also learned a lot about how to 

grow veggies. Unfortunately, there was little emphasis 

on good environmental practices. The use of pesticides 

was not discouraged.  

Donna, like Jackie Burke, has two huge notebooks of 

information. If John Vining’s students didn’t remem-

ber all he taught them, he wanted them to know where 

to find the answers. She’s glad she is a MG, but 

knowledge cannot make shade go away, unless you are 

willing to cut trees. Rather than have a garden, she 

works at the extension garden most Wednesdays. And 

like Jackie Weedon, she is involved with 4-H.   
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Exploring with Jim Welch  

She was fourteen. Shar-Pei normally don’t live 

beyond the age of 10 or 11. We loved her so much. 

She was our constant companion and protector, night 

and day. She was sweet, kind, compassionate and 

always ran to meet us when we returned home no 

matter if we were away for a few hours or a few 

weeks. When 

one of us was 

upset about 

something she 

would touch us 

with her paw 

and try to 

console us. 

When she died 

it left a deep burning hole in our hearts and we cried 

for days. 

 Zsa Zsa was two months old when Ceille brought 

her home and my first thought was, “My goodness, 

this is the strangest looking puppy I have ever seen.” 

She was all wrinkly, had an upturned tail, and a face 

only a mother could love, so I thought. 

The Shar-Pei is an ancient breed believed to have 

originated in China more than 2,000 years ago. When 

the Chinese Communists came to power in 1949 heavy 

taxes were placed on dogs and only the very wealthy 

could afford them. Soon after, dogs were considered a 

“decadent bourgeois luxury” and countless millions 

were put to death. In 1973 a wealthy businessman 

appealed to the American 

Kennel Club to help save 

the Shar Pei, at that time 

near extinction. In 1978 

the breed was named by 

“The Guinness Book of 

Records” as the world’s 

rarest breed with only 60 

remaining. 

Zsa Zsa had many 

adventures in her life, in 

our woodlands near 

Columbia with her “big 

brother” Jeb, an 

American Coon Hound 

and twice her size. When 

we moved to the Blue 

Ridge of Henderson 

County, NC, Zsa Zsa 

adapted well to the 

mountains and became 

my constant hiking 

companion. She loved the adventures and exploration 

and would often lead the way into the deepest woods 

or highest rocky outcrops. 

She survived an encounter with a Bobcat with claw 

marks and bite marks on her rump. She bounced back 

after two Black Bear attacks, one from a mother with 

two cubs, and the worst from a large bear that put her 

in the Vet hospital for two days to be stitched up. Zsa 

Zsa had three cancer operations and it was cancer that 

finally took her life. 

Her love for us will always be one of our life’s 

greatest blessings and she will remain in our memory 

and hearts forever.  Photos: Jim Welch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Photos of Zsa Zsa 
through the years 
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Volunteers Needed 
Club members are needed to step up and say, “I can do 

that.” This club/business requires many different skills. 

Yes, you are offered area on the membership 

application, but that doesn’t tell the whole story. Only 

you know what you do or what you’d like to do. We 

need people willing to pull ivy at PF, do PF gate duty, 

pull weeds, and/or plant at the Depot Garden, but we 

also need office housekeeping help. Would you be 

willing to do some filing at the TGC office? Make 

telephone calls to help members stay connected? Or 

fill a need that only you see? Please contact Beth 

Rounds, 612-395-2016, or bethrounds55@gmail.com 

or Karen Hipp, 864-449-6807, Thomashipp@att.net. 
 

GCNC District 1 News 
The Garden Club of North Carolina’s fall board 

meeting, “Fall in Love with Nature through GCNC”, is 

coming up at Haw River State Park. The GCNC email 

that was sent out last week is full of COVID 

precautions. If you’re not vaccinated, masks must be 

worn at ALL TIMES. All must wear masks indoors. 

Hand sanitizer will be available. Outdoor dining is 

suggested. Do not cut park foliage; there will be a fine. 

No alcohol. No candles. No tape on walls. No parking 

close to the building unless disabled. No vendors. No 

late reservations. Other than that—enjoy yourself. 
 

For the Good of the Order 
Value of Leaves in the Landscape: The following is 

a synopsis of Mary Helen Ferguson’s article on the NC 

Cooperative Extension website. 

Leaves can be mowed to add nutrients back into the 

soil. They can also be composted when they are too 

plentiful to leave on the lawn, which is another way of 

recycling the nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, and 

other elements found in leaves. They can be composted 

with other yard waste, like grass clippings, fruit and 

vegetable scraps, coffee grounds, eggshells, and manure 

from herbivorous animals, like rabbits, chickens, cattle, 

and horses. If you compost leaves alone or with other 

low nitrogen materials like sawdust or wood chips, you 

may need to add nitrogen fertilizer so that the microbes, 

breaking down the materials, will have a decent ratio of 

carbon to nitrogen in their diet and work more 

efficiently. Besides recycling of nutrients leaves work 

well as mulch. When gathered and applied to tree and 

shrub beds, flowerbeds, and vegetable gardens, leaves 

can help to suppress weed growth and limit the need for 

hand weeding or herbicide use. Between two and four 

inches of mulch are generally recommended. Why buy 

mulch if you can get it from your yard?  

A note of caution regarding the use of leaves for 

mulch: some trees produce chemicals that are 

allelopathic, meaning that they affect the growth of 

plants around them. Black walnut is a prime example of 

a tree that does this. Using uncomposted black walnut 

leaves as mulch can cause some plants to wilt and die.  

Regardless of the type of mulch you use, avoid direct 

contact between mulch and tree trunks. 

 

Bulbs for Fall Planting: Plant the bulbs as soon as 

possible and as late as December here in NC. Until 

planted, do remove them from the plastic bag and store 

them in a dark, cool, dry well-ventilated place. 
 

 
 

Quote of the month: “Teaching children about the 

natural world should be treated as one of the most 

important events in their lives.”  Thomas Berry 
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